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HomeLifeStyle

Great Falls
Artists Welcome

Community

Jo Fleming standing with mixed-
media painting including pine tar as
one of the media. Fleming is one of

the Great Falls artists participating in
this year’s Great Falls Studios Tour,
Oct. 16-18. Hours vary by day: 12-5

p.m. on Friday, Oct. 16; 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 17; and 12-5 p.m. on

Sunday, Oct. 18. Admission is free.
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News

By Ken Moore

The Connection

S
haron Bulova is exactly where she
wants to be.

“I believe in local government.
It’s where the rubber hits the road,

and where you’re closest to your constitu-
ents,” said Bulova, Chairman of the Board
of Supervisors, the top elected official in
Fairfax County.

“My priorities, the number one priority,
is to strike a balance between keeping taxes
affordable to our residents while also mak-
ing sure that we are investing in the ser-
vices and the programs that people in
Fairfax County appreciate, rely upon and
live here for.”

Bulova, formerly the Braddock District
Supervisor, took the helm of the county’s
board in a special election in 2009 after U.S.
Rep. Gerry Connolly was elected to Con-
gress in 2008.

Arthur Purves (R) is Bulova’s challenger
in this November’s general election.

“You have to understand that the eco-
nomic situation in this county is not good,”
said Purves. “I already mentioned that we
had close to the smallest job growth of any
large county in the United States in the past
year.

“We lost 14,000 jobs due to sequestration,
we lost a lot of middle-income jobs after
the housing bubble burst, the number of
food stamps applications has doubled since
2008 and staffing for parks and libraries was
cut by 100 staff members since 2008,” he
said.

“To me, it’s crucial to cut taxes, not to
prevent a tax increase, but to cut taxes.”

That was the beginning of the difference
between the two candidates’ views about
taxes at the Great Falls Citizens Association
Candidates Debate held at The Great Falls
Grange on Sept. 29.

Bulova said she works to “ensure that we
continue to have an excellent school sys-
tem and balancing that with public safety,
human services, and great libraries,” said
Bulova. “Also parks, fire and rescue, all the
services including public works making sure
that we can have clean air, clean water.
Those are priorities of local government.”

About 200 people attended.

“LET ME POINT out that Virginia is one
of seven states that still has the BPOL tax,
the tax where business has to pay a tax even
if it loses money,” said Purves. “Virginia used
to be first, number one, in terms of being
business friendly, in the nation and now
we’re number four.”

“In Tysons Corner, all those new commer-
cial office buildings going up, they aren’t
attracting new businesses, they are just
drawing businesses away from other office
buildings in the county. So we need to at-
tract businesses and the way to do that is
to be more competitive than our neighbor-
ing jurisdictions.”

Bulova conceded that “these have not
been easy times.”

“I was elected chairman just exactly as
the great recession happened,” she said.

“I am a pro-business Democrat and one
of my priorities is to stimulate our
economy,” she said. “Diversifying our indus-
try sector is something that our Board has
been focusing on.”

She pointed at the growing hospitality
business with Cvent, an event planning
company that moved its headquarters to
Fairfax County, and the World Police and
Fire Games held this year, an economic and
cultural success.

The county needs to ensure that “we are
not so reliant on the federal government
and defense related programs and that we
are diversifying our economy into different
industry sectors such as medical research
and translational medicine,” Bulova said.

Revitalizing the older commercial and
industrial sections of the county, including
Tysons and Merrifield have been another
priority, said Bulova.

“Transforming Tysons from what has been
a highly successful commercial area into a
mixed use walkable community that in-

cludes amenities and exciting programs for
all of us to enjoy, and to make sure that is a
walkable community that has the kind of
bus service, transit as well as the Silver
Line.”

GREAT FALLS Citizens Association’s Ralph
Appleton asked the two candidates about
transportation projects, including the toll
roads.

“Are there inconsistencies between the
Board plan for I-66 and/or other toll roads
inside the beltway and VDOT plans? If so,
briefly highlight any differences and your
positions on the differences and then, if you
want, your position on toll roads — Good,
bad, or what?” said Appleton.

“Bad,” said Purves.
He said Gov. Terry McAuliffe wants to toll

I-66 inside the beltway for an extended pe-
riod of time and then have HOT (High Oc-
cupancy Travel) lanes.

“These are tax hike lanes. That’s a better
name than HOT lanes,” said Purves. “We
really ought to understand why there is no
money for transportation and infrastructure
and it’s not an easy thing to solve. At the
federal level, all money is being taken up
by Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid.
We need to fix our entitlement programs if
we are to ever fix our transportation prob-
lem,” he said.

Bulova is proud that she cut the opening
ribbon for the Silver Line.

“There’s something I agree with Mr.
Purves on and that is there was a time when

the federal government was the level of
government that paid for large transporta-
tion projects,” she said.

“Regarding tolls, we’ve had, at least from
my point of view, a relative positive experi-
ence with managed lanes, HOT lanes on the
Beltway,” Bulova said.

Bulova said one approach to transporta-
tion problems could include creating a net-
work of choices, including carpool lanes and
toll lanes. “So this may be a viable trans-
portation project but there are things we
care about and want to see dealt with, es-
pecially the impacts of the toll lanes on the
surrounding communities. Once you get
inside the Beltway on I-66 you can’t get on
it during peak hours, and this project would
allow everybody to use it during peak
hours.”

CONTROVERSY  around the Fairfax
County Police Department caused scrutiny
and criticism of the Board, especially since
the shooting of John Geer.

“My boss has a great saying. The saying
is, ‘Bad news does not improve with age,’”
said Purves.

“John Geer was a civilian and he was un-
armed and he was shot by a Fairfax County
policeman, and for 17 months the [Board
of Supervisors] stood silent while the po-
lice department refused to give the details
of that shooting to the Commonwealth’s
Attorney who is responsible for conducting
that investigation,” Purves said. “And the
trust between the community and the po-
lice is a fragile thing and it’s a very impor-
tant thing and this 17- month delay, I think,
endangered that trust.”

Bulova said the Geer case could offer a
case study in “everything that could go
wrong as far as transparency, sharing what
happened with the public and providing the
information that was requested and mak-
ing sure that justice was timely served. And
things did not go well in that case,” she said.

Bulova created the Ad Hoc Police Prac-
tices Commission, which will report its rec-
ommendations to the Board of Supervisors
on Oct. 20.

See www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
policecommission

“You’ll see all the work we’re doing,” she
said.

Purves brought up the in-custody death
of Natasha McKenna, a woman with men-
tal illness who died in the Fairfax County
Adult Detention Center, after deputies used
a taser on her four times while struggling
to restrain her.

“It was a death that probably could have
been avoided if the county had mental
health court diversion program which it
considered doing in 2004 and then aban-
doned,” said Purves. “Jails are the largest
provider of care for mentally ill persons in
the country.”

The county is working towards a “diver-
sion first” program that could address some
of those concerns. http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/diversionfirst/

Anti-taxer Arthur
Purves challenging
incumbent Chairman
Sharon Bulova.

Chairman Candidates Offer Stark Differences

Photo by Ken Moore/The Connection

Sharon Bulova (D) and Arthur Purves (R) listen to Ralph Appleton’s
question at a debate at the Great Falls Citizens Association. The Chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors is the only position on the Board
elected at-large.

Second Round of Debates
The Great Falls Citizens Association will hold a second round of debates with candidates for public

office in Fairfax County on Monday, Oct. 19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Grange, 9818 Georgetown Pike.
Participating in this debate:

School Board Member, Dranesville District: Janie Strauss* vs. Pete Kurzenhauser
School Board Members, At-Large (voters will choose three): Bob Copeland, Omar Fateh, Jeannette Hough,

Manar Jean-Jacques, Peter Marchetti, Ryan McElveen*, Ilryong Moon*, Burnette Scarboro, Ted Velkoff*
County Clerk: Bettina Lawton, John Frey*, Marisa Wissar
County Commonwealth’s Attorney: Raymond Morrogh* (unopposed)
County Sheriff: Stacey Kincaid* vs. Bryan Wolfe
Soil and Water Board, At-Large (voters will choose three): Scott Cameron, George Lamb IV, Jerry Peters,

Stephen Pushor
* denotes incumbent

Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
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Great Falls Studios
2015 Studio Tour – our 12th year!

Great Falls Studios
2015 Studio Tour – our 12th year!

www.GreatFallsStudios.com

This year the tour will be THREE DAYS
Friday, October 16

Saturday, October 17
Sunday, October 18

Hours: 12-5 Friday, 10-5 Saturday, and 12-5 Sunday

It’s a FREE, family friendly driving tour to visit 46 Great Falls artists
in their “creative habitats”---ask questions, see demonstrations of
art, buy gifts. Discover the story behind the art and the artist!

Plan to stop by “Studio Headquarters” at the Great Falls Library to
see examples of the work of each artist on the Tour. You can pick
up a map and brochure at any studio to help plan your visit.

The Tour is sponsored by Sun Design Remodeling Specialists Inc.,
which will have a recently renovated home on display.

Real Estate

By Karen Briscoe

T
he first three quarters
of 2015 in McLean and
Great Falls is up 9 per-
cent overall in terms of

number of sales in comparison to
the previous time frame in 2014.
This is very good news for the mar-
ket area, as it indicates an envi-
ronment for the potential for price
appreciation provided demand re-
mains strong relative to supply.

The chart breaks out sales of
homes for both zip codes into the
lower brackets which is considered
under $1.25 million and the up-
per brackets which is above $1.25
million. Looking deeper into the
statistics, it reveals that all price
points other than the over $3 mil-
lion market and the $1.25 – 2 mil-
lion market experienced an in-
crease in number of sales. The
lower brackets saw an increase of
over 14 percent in number of
transactions. The upper brackets
experienced a small decrease of

0.45 percent.
Not surprising the entry-level

home purchaser experienced a sig-
nificant increase of almost 15 per-
cent in demand. Many economists
attribute this to the millennial gen-
eration now able to enter the mar-
ket and purchase their first home,
which in these areas is likely condo
ownership. The 22102 part of
McLean that is located in Tysons
Corner offers numerous condo op-
tions. The opening of the Silver
Line metro in 2014 has increased
Tysons’ attraction for this demo-
graphic that desires an urban
lifestyle. The other options avail-
able in McLean, and to a lesser ex-
tent in Great Falls, for the under
$750,000 price point are town
homes and smaller, older single
family homes.

As there is very little available
land to purchase for development
in McLean and Great Falls, new
home builders continue to repre-
sent a portion of this market seg-
ment by purchasing lots for new

construction. This type of in-fill
development occurs by tearing
down an older existing home for
the land value. When the builders
compete for lots, there is less avail-
able for owners that would buy the
home to live in. These scenarios
can make it challenging for a first
time homeowner to purchase, al-
though it actually can be a healthy
sign of recovery when new home
construction is strong.

The next price range up, between
$750,000 and $1.25 million, expe-
rienced an increase in demand of
14.09 percent year over year. This
market segment typically repre-
sents the first level move-up home
owner. Knowing that with confi-

dence their home should sell
quickly for a strong price, these
owners are in a better position to
make the move to the next price
level home. The two upper bracket
categories of $1.25 million to $3
million are the next level of move-
up homeowners. While the $2 – 3
million price range experienced a
strong increase of 24 percent, the
$1.25 – 2 million price range expe-
rienced a decrease of just over 3
percent.

Clearly “happy days are here
again” for home sellers in McLean

and Great Falls. Good homes
priced correctly for the current
market sold quickly and, in some
segments, with multiple offers. All
signs are for 2015 to continue to
have positive market conditions.

Karen Briscoe and Lizzy Conroy are
active and experienced Realtors with
Keller Williams in the Northern
Virginia, suburban Maryland and
Washington, D.C. market place and
would be delighted to assist whether for
home buying or selling. Contact them
via the means most convenient for you:
www.HBCRealtyGroup.com, 703-734-
0192, Homes@HBCRealtyGroup.com.

A Very Good News on Market

Karen Briscoe

Banner first three quarters of 2015 for
real estate in McLean and Great Falls.
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News

By Jean T. Jianos

The Connection

O
n Monday, Oct. 12, John
Monsul was producing the
700th program of his show,
“Communicating Today,” at

the television studios of Fairfax Public Ac-
cess (FPA), just as he has done every other
week for the past 25 years, from the show’s
debut in 1990 to the present. FPA’s Director
of Operations, Steve Ruddell, says Monsul
is a consistent and dependable producer.
Ruddell started his career with FPA in the
Equipment Room. Producers like Monsul
are required to call the Equipment Room
to reserve a television studio and equip-
ment, and are also required to sign-in at
the Equipment Room when they arrive for
their scheduled reservation. Ruddell says
that Monsul, “always comes in like clock-
work.”

MONSUL’S GOAL in creating and produc-
ing “Communicating Today,” one of the
longest-running programs on Channel 10,
is “to improve communications in the world
with the end result being to better the hu-
man condition.” Monsul believes that, “if
we can improve the interpersonal commu-
nications skills of the people of the world,
we can eventually improve the overall qual-
ity of life.” FPA operates the television and
radio production facilities available to

Fairfax County residents like Monsul, and
provides county residents access to the tools
and resources they need in pursuing their
goals.

Active FPA members who have paid the
annual membership fee may use most FPA
production facilities and equipment for free,
if they have been trained and certified
through FPA’s training courses, and so long
as they are creating non-commercial pro-
gramming for any FPA television or radio
channel.

“Communicating Today” is taped on Mon-
day nights at the FPA studios, located at
2929 Eskridge Road in Merrifield, between
the U.S. Post Office and the Mosaic devel-
opment, off Rt. 29, Lee Highway.

FPA’s Merrifield production facility has
three digital television studios that provide
access to a news desk, a fully operational
kitchen set for cooking programs, custom
designed set backgrounds, and a computer
generated virtual set. In addition, the stu-
dios are equipped with multiple cameras,
lighting instruments and audio equipment,
as well as control rooms that contain ev-
erything needed to produce a professional
television program.

The post-production lab is equipped with
editing and graphic software, and enables
radio and television producers to create
professional sound quality. The two digital
radio studios are fully equipped for produc

Channel 10 airs season 25; episode 700 of
TV program created, produced and
hosted by John Monsul of Great Falls.

Communicating Today With
Fairfax Public Access

See Monsul,  Page 7

Photo courtesy of Fairfax Public Access

Chuck Peña, Executive Director of
Fairfax Public Access, presents
Louise Anderson, Verizon’s FiOS
Franchise Service Manager for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, with a
plaque in recognition of the 10th
Anniversary of Verizon’s support.

Connection File Photo

John Monsul, Producer/Host of
Communicating Today with Chef
Jacques Haeringer of the L’Auberge
Chez Francois country restaurant
in Great Falls.
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• Non-Surgical
Body Contouring

• Cellulite Reduction

• Wrinkle Reduction

• Circumferencial
Reduction

• Skin Tightening

• Stretch Mark
Reduction

Patients Love DermaPen!

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

• Minimal Downtime • Minimal Discomfort
• Affordable • Safe for All Skin Types
• Acne Scars, Photoaging, Fine Lines, Stretch Marks

BEFORE AFTER

Great Falls Center
9889 Georgetown Pike • Great Falls, VA 22066

703-677-8700
Open 7 Days A Week! 9 am-9 pm!

GREAT FALLS MEDSPA

Look Your Best All Year Round

Other Services:
Facial, Chemical Peels, Massage, MicroPen,

Venus Freeze, Venus Legacy, B-12 Shots,
Kybella, Sclerotherapy, Whitening,

Invisalign, Botox and Fillers FREEZE TIME
REVERSE AGING

BEFORE AFTER

Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 10/31/15

$400 OFF$400 OFF

Through
Thermal Magnetic

Rejuvenation for Face,
Neck and Body

Venus
Legacy

Treatment

(New Customer)

Venus
Legacy

Treatment

(New Customer)

From Page 6

tion and transmission, including
the ability for callers in to a radio
program to be heard on air. FPA
also has equipment available for
shooting on location.

THE NEXT FREE, monthly ori-
entation session that offers an
overview of FPA’s services and fa-
cilities, as well as a tour of their
studios, is scheduled for Saturday,
Nov. 7, from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.
See www.fcac.org/orientation for
registration information.

FPA’s four television channels
are carried by Cox Communica-
tions of Northern Virginia cable
system; Verizon Virginia, Inc.’s
Verizon FiOS TV; and in Reston,
by Comcast.

Charles “Chuck” Peña, Executive
Director of FPA, notes that Novem-
ber 2015 marks the 10th Anniver-
sary of FPA’s partnership with
Verizon Virginia, Inc.

“Fairfax Public Access is ex-
tremely fortunate to enjoy such
excellent relations with Verizon
Virginia, whose support of FPA is
essential to us as we work to pro-
vide exceptional community me-
dia services to the residents of
Fairfax County,” states Peña in
FPA’s press release.

Ruddell says that Monsul has
contributed to FPA’s fulfillment of
its mission, “[t]o provide quality
and engaging community televi-
sion, radio, education, and
cablecasting services of interest to
the public, and encourage the par-
ticipation and involvement of resi-
dents of Fairfax County and the
Washington metropolitan area.”

Art Lecture Series with Richard Kelly
The Arts of Great Falls announces the next talk in their Art Lecture Series, “Col-

lecting for the Long Haul” by Richard Kelly on Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7-8 p.m. at The
Arts of Great Falls School, 756 Walker Road, Great Falls.  Richard Kelly is a local
art collector whose collection focuses on the Golden Age of American Illustration
(1890-1935). The Kelly Collection holds approximately 350 paintings including
originals by Norman Rockwell, Maxfield Parrish and N. C. Wyeth, works on paper,
and 9,500 volumes in its reference library. It is located in the Kelly residence which
was designed by museum architects specifically for the display and storage of the
art. Hear from Kelly how the Collection was put together, how it is cared for and
how it is shared with people all over the country. The Art Lecture Series is always
free and open to the community.

The Arts of Great Falls (formerly known as Great Falls Foundation for the Arts)
is a nonprofit art foundation providing an art school, working artists’ studios, and
art events & activities to the community. www.greatfallsart.org.

Week in Great Falls

Monsul
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Opinion

S
ince Fiscal Year 2009, Alexandria Pub-
lic Schools has reduced per pupil
spending by 13.3 percent, adjusted for
inflation. Arlington County Public

Schools has reduced per pupil spending by 15.7
percent, but still spends the most per student
of any school district in the state.

Fairfax County Public Schools
has reduced per pupil spending
by 6.5 percent over the same
period, adjusted for inflation,

but FCPS spends significantly less per student
than either Alexandria or Arlington.

These numbers are from a draft report re-
leased last month by the Joint Legislative Au-
dit and Review Commission in a report on Ef-
ficiency and Effectiveness of K-12 Spending
2015. In FY 2014, the average Virginia school
division spent 7 percent less to educate each
student than it did in FY 2005.

These numbers are critical to understand as
local schools, Fairfax County in particular, face
a looming budget gap in the coming budget
cycle. It’s easy to skip the specifics, look at a
large overall budget number and conclude that
surely there is plenty of room to cut the bud-
get. These numbers show the problem with that
approach.

Fairfax County was among the Virginia
school divisions with a reduction in resources
and numbers of teachers per student which also
had a growing percentage of “resource-inten-
sive” students.

More than 27 percent of Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools students were living in poverty in
2014; that’s 49,895 students, up from about
18 percent or 28,527 poor students in 2005.
Number and percent of students with limited
English have also grown over the time period.
In 2014, 49,442 students, or 27 percent, in
FCPS are limited English proficient, up from
35,091 or 22 percent in 2005. The report calls
these students “resource intensive,” and what
that means is that it costs more to effectively
teach them.

The larger chart comes from a different
source, the 2015 Washington Area Boards of
Education Guide, and shows Fairfax County
with far lower per pupil costs and teacher sala-
ries than surrounding school districts.

Arlington and Alexandria school districts also
have large percentages of poor students.

Alexandria had 6,160, or  58.8 percent of its
students living in poverty in 2005, and in 2014,
7,443 poor students, 55 percent. Alexandria
has also had an increase in limited English pro-
ficient students, 33.3 percent of 4,510 students
in 2014, up from 22.7 percent in 2005.

In Arlington, 7,972 students, 33.9 percent
were living in poverty in 2014, up from 6,373
students, 35.8 percent in 2005. Arlington has
seen a drop in limited English students, from
35.5 percent (6,323 students) in 2005 to 28
percent in 2014 (6,591 students).

As the saying goes, if you think education is
expensive, try ignorance. And if you think it’s
too expensive to effectively educate the popu-
lation we have, consider the costs of services
to people who don’t have the education they
need to live successfully later in life.

Effective leaders in Northern Virginia will
have to lead the way to funding effective school
systems in a challenging economic environ-
ment. But if you hear a candidate claim that
schools can get by on less by being more effi-
cient, ask if they have read this report.

According to the JLARC report: School dis-
tricts reduced per-student spending on instruc-
tion through a combination of employing fewer
teachers per student, limiting teacher salary
growth, and requiring teachers to pay a higher
percentage of health insurance and retirement
benefit costs. Divisions report that these spend-
ing reductions are hindering instructional ef-
fectiveness.

School divisions reduced instructional spend-
ing by less than one percent, and non-instruc-
tional spending by 10 percent, at the statewide
level during the time period.

You can read the Virginia JLARC report here:
http://jlarc.virginia.gov/pdfs/reports/
Rpt472.pdf

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Report: Local schools spend less to educate more challenging students.

Closer Look at School Spending

INFLATION ADJUSTED PER PUPIL SPENDING
Division FY 2009 FY 2014 % Change (FY 09-14)
Alexandria $20,323 $17,622 “13.3%
Arlington $22,214 $18,736 “15.7%
Fairfax $14,901 $13,931 “6.5%

Inflation-adjusted to 2014 dollars.
SOURCE: Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission report on Efficiency and Effectiveness of K-12

Spending 2015 http://jlarc.virginia.gov/pdfs/reports/Rpt472.pdf

Editorial

Graphic by Laurence Foong/The Connection

Comparison of local school district finances and enrollment from the
2015 Washington Area Boards of Education Guide.

Public Schools Fairfax Montgomery Arlington Alexandria
County County, MD County City

FY 2015 Cost Per Pupil $13,519 $15,351 $19,040 $17,041
Average Teacher Salary $66,782 $75,452 $76,892 $73,612

2014 ACTUAL ENROLLMENT
Total Enrollment 183,895 151,289 23,421 13,563
Percent ESOL Enrollment 17.0% 13.2% 17.4% 25.5%
Percent Free/ 27.5% 34.3% 31.8% 59.7%

Reduced Price Meal Eligible
Percent Special Education Enrollment 13.8% 11.7% 14.7% 12.6%

2015 APPROVED ENROLLMENT
Number Increase/ 2,890 2,889 792 548

Decrease from 2014 Actual
Percent Increase/ 1.6% 1.9% 3.4% 4.0%

Decrease from 2014 Actual

SCHOOLS
Elementary 139 133 22 12
Middle 23 38 5 2
Traditional (K-8) 0 0 0 1
Secondary and High Schools 25 26 5 1
Special Education 7 5 2 0
Alternative 2 0 3 2

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Local 69.6% 66.6% 83.0% 79.3%
State 23.3% 27.9% 12.5% 14.9%
Other 7.2% 5.5% 4.6% 5.8%

AUTHORIZED POSITIONS
School-Based 93.2% 91.2% 90.9% 89.7%
Nonschool-Based 6.8% 8.8% 9.1% 10.3%

SOURCE: 2015 Washington Area Boards of Education Guide

MONDAY/OCT. 19
Candidate Debates. 6:30 p.m. The

Great Falls Grange, 9818
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Participating in this debate: School
Board Member, Dranesville District,
Janie Strauss vs. Pete Kurzenhauser;
School Board Members, At-Large
(voters will choose three),  Bob

Copeland, Omar Fateh, Jeannette
Hough, Manar Jean-Jacques, Peter
Marchetti, Ryan McElveen, Ilryong
Moon, Burnette Scarboro, Ted
Velkoff; County Clerk,  Bettina
Lawton, John Frey, Marisa Wissar;
County Commonwealth Attorney,
Raymond Morrogh (unopposed);
County Sheriff, Stacey Kincaid vs.
Bryan Wolfe; Soil and Water Board,

At-Large (voters will choose three),
Scott Cameron, George Lamb IV,
Jerry Peters, Stephen Pushor.

THURSDAY/OCT. 22
How-To Immigration Seminar.

10:30 a.m.-noon. Moss and
Company, 1750 Tysons Blvd., Suite
1500, McLean. Complete your

marriage petition and adjustment of
status application (Green Card)
guided by an attorney. Hands-on
seminar where you will be guided in
building your package and preparing
it for filing. Must register to reserve a
spot. Limited space. $150. Call 407-
342-6605 or
rmoss@mossimmigration.com to
register.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Sun Design Remodeling is holding an open house in a recently renovated
home in conjunction with the 12th Great Falls Studios Tour Oct. 16-18.
The residence owned by Joesph and Alison Lopez demonstrates how open
floorplans are being effectively introduced into homes that previously
employed a more traditional room configuration. Designers enlarged the
kitchen by relocating the formal dining room and creating a stronger
visual linkage to a backyard filled with old stand trees. Tour hours are
Friday, noon-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, noon-5 p.m.

HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

A
n Arlington-based real
estate agent is getting a
brush with fame. While

recently in Roatan, Honduras,
for scuba diving lessons, Stacy
Hennessey of McEnearney Asso-
ciates, Inc. made a quick deci-
sion buy a house that she can
rent to vacationers.

“I travel a lot and I’m always
on the lookout for properties,”
said Hennessey.

Her purchase caught the at-
tention of producers of HGTV
show, “House Hunters Interna-
tional,” which chronicles the ad-
ventures of home hunters and
their real estate agents as they

purchase homes around the globe.
The show explores local cultures
and the intricacies of international
real estate purchases.

Hennessey admits the process of
buying a house abroad can be
daunting. “The paperwork was all
in Spanish,” she said. “Make sure
to work with a real estate agent
that knows the laws, neighbor-
hoods and where is a good invest-
ment if you are looking to own a
vacation rental.”

Finding a reputable property
management firm to market and
maintain one’s investment is also
an important part of the process.
“That is essential, so is making sure
you get insurance” she said. “Make
sure you find out all the utility costs
and whether there is a well for

water ... and a backup generator.”
She recommends that potential

investors do their homework be-
fore purchasing. “Learn whether
you need to pay cash and whether
you will own clear title,” said
Hennessey. “Some countries don’t
allow foreigners to own property
directly but Honduras does.”

One suggestion she offers is vis-
iting the website Vacation Rentals
by Owner (VRBO) website to get a
sense of the real estate market in a
chosen area.

“Also, look at the flight schedules
going to the chosen location so you
know how much traffic and how
many tourists come to the island,”
said Hennessey. “There are some
cases where you can fly to a loca-
tion easily and return easily at
some times of the year, and other
times when it can take you 20
hours to get back.”

Hennessey said the features she
found most appealing about the

Local Realtor to appear on
“House Hunters International.”

Buying Real Estate Abroad

Arlington-based real estate agent Stacy Hennessey will
share her experience purchasing a home in Roatan, Hon-
duras on the HGTV show, “House Hunters International.”

Photo courtesy of Stacy Hennessey

property she purchased is the fact
that it is waterfront and its close
proximity to restaurants and
shopping. She also loved the lo-
cals. “People are so friendly
there,” she said. “When you pass
someone on the street they al-

ways say hello no matter what
color your skin is or what you
do for a living.”

Hennessey, who is in the pro-
cess of renovating the home,
says the show is expected to air
in February.

By John Byrd

A
 renovated, circa-1970s Georgian
Colonial will be featured in the
12th annual Great Falls Studios
tour Oct. 16-18. A comprehensive

first floor makeover to the home of Joseph
and Alison Lopez, the project by Sun De-
sign Remodeling Specialists demonstrates
new interior design modalities now being

applied to traditional floorplans in older
homes.

“There’s a design revolution underway in
northern Virginia,” said Sun Design founder
and chairman Craig Durosko. “We find
there’s a lot of interest in what’s being done.
An open house is one way locals see what
ideas may apply to their own homes.”

Sun Design Remodeling Specialists, a 30-
year-old design/build remodeling firm, has

sponsored the Great Falls Studios tour since
2012. This year, the event will feature the
work of more than 40 local artists in 26 lo-
cations around Great Falls. Work by fine arts
painters Alicia Sommers and Karen Bateman
will be on display in the Lopez home.

The Lopez renovation draws attention to
space planning and design concepts that
“open up” a traditional floorplan by selec-
tively reconfiguring existing interior walls.

The original 2,700-square-foot house,
which the family purchased eight years ago,
was built around a standard center hall tem-

plate with a front-facing foyer and living
room that segued to a rear dining room,
kitchen, and family room configuration. To
gain more living space, Lopez converted a
280-square-foot screen porch to a sunroom
three years ago, but the changes didn’t re-
solve other inherent problems.

“The rear rooms were too dark and
cramped,” Joseph Lopez said. “Yet there was
a lot of wasted space everywhere.”

Other shortcomings:
* With 8-year-old twins about the house,

circulation in the kitchen was problematic.

12th annual event scheduled for this weekend.

Renovated Home Included in Great Falls Studio Tour
Before: “The old kitchen was too dark and cramped,” owner Joseph Lopez
said, “and did not offer much of a view of the lovely backyard.”

Photos by Greg Hadley
edged that the dining room was too small and that
the sizable living room didn’t have much of a role in
the family’s everyday life — so there was some useful
square footage we could re-deploy.”

These observations in mind, Benson drafted a plan
that deleted the wall between kitchen and dining
room to form a 30-foot-by-14-foot family kitchen. The
larger footprint created the space needed for a four-
seat food prep island and dining counter, a breakfast
area and a substantially enlarged pantry.

It also allowed for direct access to the staircase lead-
ing to the lower level. With the kitchen extended,
Bensen cut a new door to the downstairs and installed
a straight staircase, making it easy for Alison to keep
an eye on the boys from upstairs.

To improve natural light and sight lines, the de-
signer eliminated the partial wall and sliders leading
to the sun room, then designed a 12-foot opening
utilizing “by-pass” sliders on a double track that tele-
scope into the wall.

The result: Alison can easily keep an eye on the
backyard from anywhere in the kitchen. Equally ap-
pealing: an indoor-outdoor continuum that brings the
wooded setting into visual range from every part of
the renovated kitchen.

“The beautiful view is one of the main reasons we
bought the house,” said Joseph Lopez. “Having it
available in the rooms where we spend a lot of time
is wonderfully fulfilling.”

CONVERTING THE UNUSED unused living room
into a spacious formal dining room with fireplace,
likewise, satisfied the family’s holiday entertainment
requirements. As a bonus, the children now use the
dining room to start their homework just steps from
their mom in the kitchen.

With space planning issues under control, Alison
Lopez huddled on finish work details with Coram.

“It was great bouncing ideas off of someone with
her interior design skills,” Alison Lopez said. “There
were so many details — cabinet styles, colors and
finishes; best granite options for the island counter
top. Katie recommended a houndstooth pattern for
the backsplash — which really improved on the white
brick-style design I had been considering.”

The stand-out inspiration, though, was Coram’s
suggestion that the family’s “kitchen art” could be
better presented in a 9-foot-by-5.5-foot message board
mounted on the wall between the kitchen and the
entrance to the dining room.

A steel surface covered in porcelain, the board ac-
commodates photos and art held by magnets, but also
offers a handy place to jot down “to do” lists written
in an erasable felt tip pen.

“It’s a fun piece,” Alison Lopez says. “Just looking
at it makes me smile.”

John Byrd (byrdmatx@gmail.com or
www.HomeFrontsNews.com) has been writing about home
improvement topics for 30 years.

The traditional U-shaped counter space in the
kitchen was as much a barrier as an asset. Storage
capacity was limited. There was no place to display
the children’s drawings which hung from cabinets and
appliances.

❖ The living room and formal dining room were
mostly unused — consuming a lot of first level square
footage without much family benefit.

❖ The interior to the family room — which included
a working fireplace — was notably dated.

❖ View and access to the lower-level playroom from
the kitchen was obstructed by a landing two steps
down that required a 90-degree turn.

❖ Despite a setting that backs up to a 50-acre, tree-
filled easement, there were no clear sight lines from
the kitchen to the back yard where the boys were
usually at play when not in school.

“WE HAD STARTED thinking about making
changes before we moved in,” Joseph Lopez said. “We
had many ideas for improvements — but didn’t know
what would work.”

Enter Sun Design’s lead designer Jon Benson and
specialty designer Katie Coram.

“The first consideration was how to create a space
plan that was consistent with how the family actu-
ally uses the house,” Benson said. “Everyone acknowl-

Specialty designer Katie Coram proposed a
9-foot-by-5.5-foot wall-mounted board as a
way to contain and display kitchen art. The
board is a metal surface topped with
porcelain that accommodates pictures held
by magnets and erasable messages in felt
tip pen.
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By Ken Moore

The Connection

B
ob Parks showed 40
members of the Great
Falls Citizens Associa
tion a satellite photo of

the world; the United States was
lit up like a Christmas tree.

“We’re winning the lighting war.
Japan might be edging us out,”
said Parks. “We do this by wasting
electricity and we’ve been doing
this really well for 75 to 80 years.”

Parks is the executive director of
Smart Outdoor Lighting Alliance,
which assists cities in their transi-
tion to energy efficient, and eco-
logically responsible public light-
ing.

“You can’t wait until it’s too late
to change. It’s like global warm-
ing,” he said. (See volt.org)

The Great Falls Citizens Associa-
tion held an educational event
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at the Great Falls
Library to discuss the night sky is-
sues in Fairfax County, demonstrate
how light pollution washes out the
skies and discuss the Fairfax County
Park Authority/Analemma Society
construction of a new observatory
at Turner Farm park.

In most parts of the Washington
metro area, the skies are “washed
out” by night lighting that destroys
residents’ ability to see the skies,
according to Great Falls Citizens
Association.

“Light pollution can affect the
night sky a state or two away,” said
Parks.

GREAT FALLS has a long-stand-
ing effort to preserve dark skies to
enable residents, students and as-

tronomers to view and appreciate
the stars, constellations and lunar
events.

“Preserving this unique local as-
set is a challenge,” said Bill Canis,
of Great Falls Citizens Association.

There is good news.
“Great Falls is unique in that the

only place that is as dark as it is is
Clifton,” said Parks of the region.
“Manassas is nowhere near as
dark.”

But even though Great Falls is a

relatively darker area, there still
is significant light pollution, said
Charles Olin, the founder and
president of the Great Falls-based
Analemma Society, which raises
awareness and understanding of
science through astronomy for

children and adults.
“In 1948, I fell in love with as-

tronomy in the middle of London,”
said Olin.

“In 1971, I would go out on dark

Dark Skies initiative in Great Falls
allows better views of the heavens.You Can See More in the Dark

Bob Parks assists cities in
their transition to energy
efficient, and ecologically
responsible public lighting.
“You can’t wait until it’s
too late to change. It’s like
global warming,” he said.
(See volt.org)

Charles Olin founded the
Great Falls Observatory at
Turner Farm Park. The
Analemma Society raises
awareness and understand-
ing of science through
astronomy for children and
adults.

Photo by T.R. Cook

About 40 people listened to the presentation on Dark
Skies sponsored by the Great Falls Citizens Association

See Dark Skies,  Page 13
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Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

OCTOBER
10/28/2015 ...................................................Election Preview

NOVEMBER
11/4/2015.................................................................Wellbeing
11/11/2015.......................................................HomeLifeStyle
11/18/2015...........................................A+ Camps & Schools
11/19/2015...............Holiday Entertainment & Gift Guide I
Thanksgiving is November 26
11/25/2015..................Celebrating Gratitude, Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
12/2/2015..................................................................Wellbeing
12/9/2015................Holiday Entertainment & Gift Guide II
12/9/2015.................HomeLifeStyle; Home for the Holidays
12/16/2015 ..A+ Camps & Schools; Holiday Entertainment

& Gifts Pages
12/23/2015...................Special Issue – Safe for the Holidays
12/30/2015..........................................Children’s Connection
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning
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Dermatology & Allergy
SPECIALISTS OF VIRGINIA

www.dermspecial is tsva.com

Phone 703-709-1492 • Fax 703-709-5111

1800 Town Center Dr., Ste. 415
Reston, VA 20190

1715 N. George Mason Dr., Ste. 105
Arlington, VA 22205

Accepting New Patients

Allergy Patch Testing • Asthma • Hives • Allergy Eczema
Food & Environmental Allergy Testing • Sinusitis

Insect Venom Allergy Testing • Immunotherapy • Allergic Rhinitis

Dr. Sowerwine has specialized training and experience
to find out what causes your allergies, prevent and
treat symptoms, and help keep them under control.

Dr. Kathryn J. Sowerwine is a board
certified Allergist and Immunologist
with a special interest in dermatological
diseases linked to allergy. She completed
a residency in Internal Medicine at
Georgetown University Hospital and her
clinical and research fellowship in allergy
and immunology at the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda, MD.

Kathryn J. Sowerwine, MD

Dress
Boutique

1319 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101

Expert alterators on the premises. Sizes offered 4 to 26.

Hours: Monday to Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

maesdressboutique.com
Easy access – Three minutes from Tysons/Beltway.

Save $50.00 with this coupon
Off First Purchase of 100.00*

Coupon expires November 14, 2015. One coupon per household
*Excludes sale items, alterations,  sales tax and prior purchases. GF

 10
/14

Featuring one of the largest selection of Joseph Ribkoff fashions in the area.
This Canadian designer’s clothing has versatility, quality and affordability.

Joseph Ribkoff caters to the upper echelon of the fashion world with
 versatile dresses for all occasions, day or evening. The separates &

related sportswear has trendy items not found elsewhere. These standout
silhouettes with dashes of color are a must have for your wardrobe.

You are invited to view fashions for the Holidays including Mother of
 the Bride, Mother of the Groom, Grandmothers, Bridal luncheons,

Rehearsal dinners, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Preteens, Debutante, Charity events,
Military Galas, Entertainers and accessories. Above all, the epitome of

good taste and quality in every price range with a flair for fresh fashions
from AM to PM and a professional staff with personalized

Service...Service...Service

Featuring Designers such as:
Ideas by Barbara, Scaravelli, Daymor, Jovani,

Ursula, Teri Jon, Marisa Baratelli, Alberto Makali
and many, many more

*Starting October 16th

703-356-6333
*Caravan Trunk ShowCome To Our

From Page 12

News

nights and I could see the Milky
Way and see the dark clouds in the
Milky Way,” he said, of views from
his home in Great Falls. “Today,
even in the park, we can’t even see
the Milky Way most nights.”

Before the Observatory and
Turner Farm Park was built, he
determined Great Falls was the
darkest spot in the area. “Based on
that, I thought it would be a great
idea to have an observatory in
Great Falls,” he said.

LIGHT POLLUTION affects
wildlife, including feeding pat-
terns, migration patterns and re-
productive patterns,” said Tammy
Schwab of the Fairfax County Park
Authority.

It affects water quality, and
crops, such as lettuce and spinach
because they bloom early and
strawberries because they don’t
bloom at all, said Schwab.

The Park Authority in 2010
started a Dark Sky Campaign. It’s
changed outdoor lighting for the
county’s recreational facilities, for
example.

Fairfax County is on the cutting

edge with a light ordinance the
Board of Supervisors adopted in
2003, “one of the most compre-
hensive ordinances of its kind in
the nation.”

But the ordinance needs to be
reviewed, said Parks, and needs to
be enforced.

Light pollution can also affect
sleep patterns of human beings,
said Parks.

Of 750 million outdoor light fix-
tures worldwide, 160 million are
in the United States, said Parks.
And these lights are not efficient,
with light glare, light trespass, and
lighting that doesn’t target the in-
tended area and instead points
upward.

“This is our legacy of the last 50
years,” he said.

See the Stars
Observatory Park at Turner Farm is open to the public for viewings of the

night sky every Friday night beginning at sunset, weather permitting.
Weather and sky conditions can be monitored by viewing the weather watch
on the homepage, www.analemma.org.

To determine whether it is a good night to come out, here is the rule of
thumb: If you can see stars, yes. If you can see clouds, no.

Feel free to bring telescopes and cameras, chairs, blankets or snacks. The
gathering usually lasts for about an hour, starting at sunset.

The Analemma Society, a nonprofit organization, has a partnership agree-
ment with the Park Authority to develop recreational and educational
astronomy programs at Turner Farm. The Society raises money to support
these programs through a network of volunteers that range from individu-
als to public schools to universities.

On Saturday, June 21, 2014, a groundbreaking ceremony was held at Ob-
servatory Park. Construction on a roll-top observatory is scheduled to begin
in November and will provide the facility with four permanently mounted
telescopes.

The Turner Farm, 925 Springvale Road, Great Falls
Source: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/turnerfarm/

“Chicago thought it would make
citizens feel safer if they lit the city.
It may do that, but it doesn’t make
them safer,” said Parks.

He used Cambridge as an ex-
ample of a city that uses new light-
ing technology that reduces en-
ergy, costs and lighting pollution
while continuing to ensure safe
neighborhoods.

But he also said that he has at
times not been taken seriously
when trying to articulate the ur-
gency of what he preaches.

Canis asked if any of the new
buildings in Tysons Corner are
addressing these outdoor lighting
concepts.

“No,” said Parks.
See http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

parks/turnerfarm/.

Dark Skies

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find  the way.
2. not appreciated or understood.

3. no longer owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering pets,
transportation, data entry, adoption center caretaking and more.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship

To Highlight Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Calendar

Send announcements to north@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday for the following week’s paper.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
The 53rd Annual James A. Bland

Contest. Through Monday, Feb. 15.
Vienna Assembly of God Church, 100
Ayr Hill Avenue, Vienna. Sponsored
by the Vienna Host Lions Club, the
contest will include school age
(elementary and high school)
vocalists and instrumentalists who
will each present a song or piece of
no more than eight minutes and will
be judged by local experts in their
field. Contest will be on Saturday,
Feb. 20, at 1 p.m. Information and an
application can be obtained by
contacting Lion Susan Stiles at
sandcs89@yahoo.com or 703-938-
1142. Deadline Monday, Feb. 15.

ONGOING
Two Simultaneous One Man

Shows. Through Saturday, Nov. 14.
10 a.m.-5 p.m. The Frame Factory,
212 Dominion Road NE, Vienna.
Figurative artists David Cochran’s
and Joseph Sheppard Rogers’ work
will be on display.

THROUGH SUNDAY/OCT.18
Now Comes the Night. 1st Stage

Theatre, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons. American journalist Michael
Après has been released after being
held hostage for 18 months in Iraq.
Michael’s close colleague and friend,
however, begins to suspect that
Michael isn’t free yet. An explosive
television interview puts their
friendship to the test as secrets, lies,
and betrayals haunt both men. For
tickets and information, visit http://
www.1ststagetysons.org/.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 14
Great Falls Historical Society’s

Oktoberfest Potluck Dinner. 6
p.m. Great Falls Grange, 9818
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.

Pokemon League. 4:30 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Drop-in and play
Pokemon with your friends.

THURSDAY/OCT. 15
Great Falls Writers Group. 11 a.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Support group for
writers.

FRIDAY/OCT. 16
Julie Fowlis in Concert. 8 p.m.

McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Avenue, McLean. Tickets:
$20-$35.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 16-18
Great Falls Studios 2015 Art Tour.

Travel the back roads and main
streets of the village to individual
and group studios. Meet more than

     40 GFS member artists - quilters,
painters, potters, sculptors, jewelers,
photographers and more - in their
natural environment.
Demonstrations, exhibits and hands
on activities in creative spaces.
Exceptional art for sale.
www.GreatFallsStudios.com.

SATURDAY/OCT. 17
Providence Fall Festival. 10 a.m. – 2

p.m. Providence Baptist Church,
8980 Brook Road, McLean. Games
and crafts for children, pumpkin
carving, hay rides, pony rides, slides,
and moon bounces. Vendors and
artisans include Thirty-One, Scentsy,
Jamberry Nails, Rodan & Fields and
more. Participate in one of the old See Calendar,  Page 15

Halloween Calendar
Halloween events in the area

SATURDAY/OCT. 17
Family Halloween Party. 11 a.m. Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple

Avenue East, Vienna. Come join the fall family fun at the Town of Vienna
Halloween On The Green event. Activities include a costume parade,
spooky crafts, games & prizes, storytelling, moonbounces and more.

THURSDAY/OCT. 22
Haunted Gingerbread Houses Workshop. 6:30-8 p.m. McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean. Tickets: $35-$45.
Halloween Bunco Night Benefit. 7-9 p.m. The Vienna Art Center, 115

Pleasant Street NW, Vienna. Games, food and wine, and art works. Come
in costume, if you like. Space is limited and a $20 donation reserves your
seat. http://viennaartssociety.org/events-exhibitions/.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 24-NOV. 1
Reston Zoo’s Zooboo. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Reston Zoo, 1228 Hunter Mill

Road, Vienna. Designed for a younger audience, Zoo Boo offers four days
of scare-free fun. Join their safe zoo neighborhood of Halloween
entertainment, with kid-friendly fun around every corner.

SUNDAY/OCT. 25
Trunk or Treat. 11 a.m. Great Falls United Methodist Church, 10100

Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Community event. Children 5th grade and
under. Free. youth@greatfallsumc.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 28
69th Annual Vienna Halloween Parade. 7 p.m. Maple Avenue, Vienna.

With the theme of “Celebrating 125 Years of the Town of Vienna” come in
costume to celebrate Halloween. Visit www.viennava.gov.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 30-31
Water Pumpkin Patch. Friday, 5-7 p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Tysons

YWCA, 8101 Wolftrap Road, Vienna. Come ready to have fun, swim in the
pool with the pumpkins and pick one to go. $6 per person, $20 per family.
karen@neptune-aquatics.com.

Judy Gold and Bruce Vilanch perform at The Alden,
McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave. on Satur-
day, Nov. 7. The comedians pair up for separate stand-up
sets united by their gay, Jewish identities and raunchy,
sidesplitting observations. Mature audience.

     fashion cake walks or just sit back
and enjoy funnel cakes and festival
foods. Free admission, rain or shine,
fun for all ages.

Model Trains and Thomas at Open

House. 1-5 p.m. 231 Dominion
Road NE, Vienna. See and hear
model trolleys and steam and diesel
trains plus Thomas and some of his
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     friends in the Historic Vienna Train
Station along the W&OD trail just
past the Caboose. 703-938-5157.
www.nvmr.org.

Vale Fall Fair. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Vale
Schoolhouse, 3124 Fox Mill Road,
Oakton.The historic Vale Fall Fair has
been held since 1934. Pie eating
contest, balloons, bake sale, toy and
book sale, crafts, music, barbecue,
Oakton Eagle Presentation,
instrument petting zoo, haunted
forest. Kids, bring your Halloween
costumes for the parade.

Julie Fowlis in Concert. 8 p.m. The
Alden, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. Born and raised on the
remote island of North Uist, Fowlis
has won “Gaelic Singer of the Year”
and “Album of the Year” honors and
is one of Scotland’s true
contemporary treasures. $35/$20
residents.www.mcleancenter.org.

LEGO Architecture Event. 2 p.m.
Barnes & Noble, 7851 L Tysons
Corner Center, McLean. Children will
have the opportunity to build with
Architecture Studio bricks, discuss
the inspiration for their build and
explore how they can use basic
architecture shapes and principles to
influence it. Children with age of 14
and up are invited. Free admission.
For registration, call 703-506-2937.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 17-18
Tysons Fall Harvest Festival. 12-5

p.m. Lerner Town Square at Tysons
II, 8025 Galleria Drive. Arts and
crafts, petting zoo, moon bounce,
great craft beers, 10 of Virginia’s best
wineries, and more tastes of fall.

Claude Moore Colonial Farm 1771
Market Fair. 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
6310 Georgetown Pike, McLean.
Warm yourself by the fires and enjoy
the splendor of autumn with crisp
local apples, warm savory meat pies
and hearty breads, or let Market Fair
entertainers, tradesmen and the
militia amuse and educate you. Visit
www.1771.org.

SUNDAY/OCT. 18
Vienna Crop Walk for Hunger. 2

p.m. Meet at the Vienna Town
Green, walk up to three miles in the
Vienna community & return to the
Town Green for refreshments and
door prizes. Money raised goes to
CHO (Committee Helping Others
)locally and to Church World
Services (www.cwsglobal.org ) for
emergency help and disaster relief
abroad. Sign up at
www.viennacropwalk.org.

Teen Sex Trafficking: Hiding in
our Neighborhood. 2-4 p.m. The
Church of the Holy Comforter, 543
Beulah Road NE, Vienna. The
program will feature experts involved
in the fight against scouting,
manipulation and recruitment of
teenagers, and there will be displays
from several area organizations with
information on how you can help.

MONDAY/OCT. 19
Artsplay Classes. 12:30 p.m. Great

Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Music, drama and
movement program to encourage
self-expression and imaginative play.
The program includes five classes
and families.

TUESDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 20-25
Washington International Horse

Show. 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and 7-10:30
p.m. Verizon Center, 601 F St., NW,
Washington, D.C. One of the oldest
and most prestigious equestrian
sporting events in the U.S. Held each
year in October in the heart of the
nation’s capital, WIHS welcomes
spectators to six days of world-class
international show jumping and top

national hunter and equitation
competition plus community events,
entertaining exhibitions, boutique
shopping and ringside dining and
hospitality.$15-$60. http://
www.wihs.org/tickets/.

TUESDAY/OCT. 20
Legos in the Library. 3 p.m. Great

Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Get creative with Legos.
Legos provided. Ages 5-12.

Art Lecture Series, “Collecting for
the Long Haul.” 7-8 p.m. The Arts
of Great Falls School, 756 Walker
Road, Great Falls. Richard Kelly’s

collection focuses on the Golden Age
of American Illustration (1890-
1935). The Kelly Collection holds
approximately 350 paintings and
works on paper as well as 9500
volumes in its reference library. Hear
how he put the collection together,
how it is cared for and how it is
shared with people all over the
country. Free. www.greatfallsart.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 21
Pokemon League. 4:30 p.m. Great

Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Drop-in and play
Pokemon with your friends.

Meet the Author at
Great Falls Library

Local author Rebecca Glenn will be speaking about her debut
novel “Becoming Lisette” at the Great Falls Library on Thursday,
Oct. 22 at 7 p.m. The event is free and open to the public. No
reservations required. The library address is 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls.

Glenn’s novel has already received high praise. The Historical
Novel Society said in a recent review, “Rebecca Glenn handles it
all smoothly and adroitly, imbuing all her characters, but espe-
cially Lisette, with believably realized personalities and giving a
very vivid sense of the 18th-century art world. I finished it ea-
gerly looking forward to the next volume in the series.”

Kristin Clark Taylor, a fellow Great Falls resident and facilitator
of the Great Falls Writer’s Group said, “Rebecca filled each page,
each and every scene, with tone and texture; she took me by the
hand and led me straight into that rich period of French history.”

“Becoming Lisette” is the story of Élisabeth Vigée, an indepen-
dent and beautiful young woman, affectionately called Lisette by
friends and family. She has progressed in the art of oil painting
faster than anyone could have anticipated. Having received in-
struction from her beloved father, Louis Vigée, a prominent Pari-
sian guild painter, Lisette possesses all the qualities of a brilliant
young painter, but is saddled with a singular disadvantage – be-
ing a woman. Undeterred, Lisette believes that she can become a
painter in Paris. Approaching a marriageable age, her parents
have other plans for Lisette, ones that don’t include painting.
Lisette finds support in Queen Marie-Antoinette and in a dashing
art collector and French Army officer named Amante, who is
clearly intrigued by her talent and beauty. After Lisette’s father
dies unexpectedly, her family is left in dire financial straits. Lisette
wants to support her family, but before she can sell a single paint-
ing, her mother marries a wealthy merchant jeweler named Le
Sèvre. Le Sèvre discovers Lisette’s artistic abilities and soon has
her painting portraits of his noble and wealthy jewelry clientele.
It quickly becomes clear that Le Sèvre only wants to control Lisette,
leading to severe consequences for her budding career, Amante’s
pursuit of her affections and even her safety. Lisette realizes that
she must find her own way – before it is too late. “Becoming
Lisette” is book one of the Queen’s Painter Series.

Rebecca is a graduate of Brown University and The University
of Chicago. Her experiences organizing art museum exhibitions
and teaching college Art History courses motivated her to write
historical fiction. She continues to be inspired by the untold sto-
ries of women from history. Rebecca lives in Great Falls with her
husband and three children.

More information about the author can be found on her website,
RebeccaGlenn.com.

Photo contributed

Rebecca Glenn
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Sports

South Lakes Runners
Participate in Glory Days Invitational
South Lakes High School Cross Country team was among 70 teams
participating in Glory Days Invitational at Bull Run Regional Park (5K) in
Manassas, on Saturday, Oct. 10. Calvin Warstler (top) won 25th place
among 375 runners in Freshman Boys race and Jordan Anderson (bot-
tom) was 56th among 236 runners in Freshman Girls race.

Photos by Tim Dillistin

Oakton Football
Beats Centreville

The Oakton football team defeated
Centreville 28-24 on Oct. 9, improving the
Cougars’ record to 3-3 overall and 1-2 in
Conference 5.

Oakton will travel to face Chantilly at 7
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 16.

Madison to Host
Lacrosse Tournament

 James Madison High School’s girls’ la-

crosse program is hosting its 5th Annual Lax
O’Ween Tournament on Saturday, Oct. 31.
The all-day tournament begins at 9 a.m. and
will run until approximately 7:30 p.m. on
Madison’s turf field. Come on out to sup-
port some of the area’s most competitive
girls’ lacrosse teams. On-site concessions
including hot/cold drinks, Chick-Fil-A, pizza
and Vienna Inn chili dogs will be available
throughout the day. The team will also be
collecting donations on behalf of the Com-
mittee for Helping Others (CHO) and wel-
comes contributions of dried canned fruit,
small-sized toiletries and gift cards to local
grocery stores.

Cougars Improve to 4-7
Sarah Clinton and the Oakton field hockey team defeated Chantilly 2-1
on Monday, improving the Cougars’ record to 4-7. Oakton will travel to
face Centreville at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 15. The Conference 5
tournament is scheduled to begin Oct. 20.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Herndon Field
Hockey Beats
Marshall

The Herndon field hockey team defeated
Marshall 4-0 on Oct. 9, improving the team’s
record to 11-3.

The Hornets faced Robinson on Tuesday,
after The Connection’s deadline. Herndon
will conclude the regular season with a road
game against Westfield at 5 p.m. on Friday,
Oct. 16 — a rematch of last season’s con-
ference championship game.

South Lakes XC
Competes at
Glory Days Invite

The South Lakes cross country teams com-
peted at the Glory Days Invitational on Oct.
10 at Bull Run Regional Park in Manassas.
The girls’ team finished 15th, led by Monica
Lannen, who took 63rd place out of 221
competitors with a time of 20:27. The boys’
team finished 31st, led by Sean Casey, who
came in 131st out of 244 harriers with a
time of 17:44.

Photo by Will Palenscar

McLean quarterback Carter Govan throws a pass against Chantilly
on Oct. 9.

McLean Football Falls to Chantilly
Thunderstorms in the Northern Virginia area and a delayed start could not pre-

vent the Homecoming festivities and the Chantilly Chargers from a 27-7 victory
over McLean on the gridiron Oct. 9 in Chantilly.

Chantilly quarterback David Tammaro threw two touchdown passes and ran for
another, and Cush Eastman ran for 134 yards and a touchdown. Chantilly rushed
for over 300 yards for the game.

Chantilly opened with a 20-0 lead after Tammaro’s 68-yard run on third down
and never looked back. McLean scored its lone touchdown in the second quarter.

Chantilly improved to 4-2 overall, 1-1 in Conference 5. McLean remained winless
at 0-6. The Highlanders will host Yorktown at7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 16.

— Will Palenscar
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News

E
ight photographers based in
Great Falls are among 37 art-
ists preparing for the Great
Falls Studios Tour, an annual

event that showcases the creativity of
the community’s artists. The free tour
to home studios of local artists, will be
held Oct. 16-18.

“The large contingent of photogra-
phers in this year’s tour will be display-
ing images from Great Falls to Antarc-
tica, providing tour visitors with a
seminar on what it takes to make an
extraordinary photograph,” says Robin
Kent, president of Great Falls Studios,
the local art group that manages the
tour. “Whether your interest is travel-
ing to exotic destinations, learning
about nearby hidden gems or getting tips
on the latest photo techniques, you’ll find
it here. The photographers of Great Falls
Studios have photographed in all seven con-
tinents and all 50 states.”

The eight shooters provide a breadth of
experience, each a little different from the
rest. They are:

Walt Lawrence has been documenting the
landscapes, wildlife, and historical sites of
Great Falls for more than a decade. His work
epitomizes the photographic opportunities
right here at home. He will be exhibiting
his work at the Artists’ Atelier, Stop #14 on
the Tour.

Robin Kent is known for his dramatic
images of Washington, D.C. More recently,
he has journeyed from Mexico to the Ant-
arctic Peninsula and will have just returned
from Iceland with new images from above
the Arctic Circle. His stop is #22.

Bob Schroeder is known for his ability to
capture the spirit of place. He has climbed
the steps of ancient ruins from Angkor Wat,
Cambodia to Tikal in Guatemala, explored
the streets of St. Petersburg, Russia and

Havana, Cuba, and trekked across the
Serengeti.

James Diedrich recently returned to the
United States after living 30 years overseas
in locations across Africa, Asia and Europe.
He is co-author with his wife, Darlene, of
the book, “Don’t Shoot the Giraffes,” an ac-
count of their seven years in Tanzania, with
compelling images of Mount Kilimanjaro
and the African landscape.

Both Schroeder and Dietrich will be ex-
hibiting at a new stop on the Tour—State
Gardens, located at 10106 Georgetown
Pike, just west of the Fire Station, Stop #7.
They are hosting four artists for the full
three-day Tour—three photographers and
a painter Lorrie Bouhaouala. The nursery
has pumpkins of all shapes and sizes, as well
as flowering fall plants of all colors to bring
cheer to the exterior of your home.

Also at the State Gardens stop is photog-
rapher Dee Leegett, who specializes in na-
ture photography in the Great Falls area and
around the country.

After completing a year-long certification
program from Boston University’s Center for

Annual art event to
include contingent
of award-winning
shooters with tips
for better photos.

Great Falls Studio Tour To Feature Top Photographers

Herons by Walt Lawrence. Zebras by Bob Schroeder.

Antarctica Landscape by Robin Kent.

Tulips by Terri Parent.
Trees by Richard Suib.

Weekend with
Great Falls
Artists

The Great Falls Studios
Tour— which also features
painters, jewelry designers
and experts in other media—
has become known as a
fascinating and family-
friendly experience, an all-too
rare opportunity to meet
artists face-to-face in their
own creative habitats and
learn how art is produced.
Visit
www.GreatFallsStudios.com
for more information about
all the artists on the Tour. You
can download a map and
brochure to plan your visit, or
simply pick one up at any stop
on the Tour. Hours are noon-5
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.
Saturday and noon-5 p.m.
Sunday.

Great Falls Studios is a
consortium of more than 100 artists who
live or work in Great Falls. Since 2003, its
goal has been to promote and support local
artists and to make the Great Falls commu-
nity a more artful place.

The Tour is sponsored again this year by
Sun Design Remodeling, and one of the tour
stops will feature one of their recent remod-
eling projects, plus the work of two Great
Falls Studios painters. Sun Design is an
architectural design-build firm that brings
visions to life for owners of fine homes in
Northern Virginia. Both organizations
benefit from this association, building on
the creative energies of their artists and
designers to provide an important service to
the community.

Digital Imaging Arts, Dean Souleles began
teaching digital photography in his fully
equipped home studio. His own photo-
graphic subjects include environmental por-
traits, mesmerizing landscapes and striking
rhythmic studies of color and contrast. His
stop is #23.

Terri Parent’s work, best known for unique
perspectives on everyday subjects, is exhib-
ited in commercial galleries across Virginia.
Parent’s stylistic approach ranges widely
from classic photographic realism as can be
seen in her lush floral studies printed on
large canvases, to unique abstract represen-
tations that strip away all but the basic ele-
ments of a composition. Parent will be at
Stop #1, the Great Falls Community Library,
where there will also be a display of work
by each artist on the Tour.

Richard Suib’s digital creations are based
on photography, using digital processes, as
would a painter, and rendering the images
as giclée archival limited-edition prints. He
has been widely exhibited in regional, na-
tional, and international galleries and has
won many awards, chief among them the

Presidential Design Excellence Award from
the National Endowment for the Arts. For
ten years he headed the United States In-
formation Agency’s Exhibits Development
Division. Suib will be at Stop #4.

All the photographers will share tips for
taking great photos, fun locations in the
area for photography and more.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

FREE BOOK: 
Selling Goods due to 

downsizing/estate settlement.
Only 80 available.

Contact MaxSold Downsizing/Estate Services:
202-350-9388, easy@maxsold.com or 

MaxSold.com/book by Nov.15  

16 RE Services 16 RE Services

FAMILY COURT FOR THE STATE OF DELAWARE
NOTICE OF FAMILY COURT PROTECTION FROM ABUSE 

ACTION
TO: Michelle Oliva, Respondent 
Petitioner, Jhon Caceres has filed a Petition for an Order of 
Protection From Abuse against you in the Family Court of the 
State of Delaware for New Castle County. Petition No. 15-
29228. A court hearing has been scheduled for 10/16/2015 at 
11:30 am. The Family Court is located at 500 N. King St, 
Wilmington, DE 19801. If you fail to appear the hearing may 
proceed without you. 
There is Ex-Parte Order in effect. If you wish to obtain the in-
formation on this filing prior to the hearing, please respond to 
the Family Court location noted above. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Latinos como tú sirviendo a nuestra comunidad

703-444-7804
www.VAGoldBuyers.com

21580
Atlantic Blvd.

#120
Sterling,
VA 20166

• We are Local
• We Buy Gold, Silver and Diamonds
• Over 40,000 Satisfied Customers
• We are Licensed and Specialize in State Sales

Not Ready to Sell? Please call us
 for our Lending Options!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Dee Dee 515, LLC trading as 
Social, 1307 Old Chain Bridge 
Rd, Mclean, VA 22101. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for 
a Wine and Beer on Premises 
and Mixed Beverages on 
Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Srithongkum Kanoak-
porn, Managing Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
On the Gourmet, LLC trading 
as Maple Avenue Market, 128 
Maple Avenue, E, Vienna, VA 
22180. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC)  for a Wine and 
Beer Off Premises and Keg Li-
cense to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Sara 
Guerre, owner NOTE: Objec-
tions to the issuance of this li-
cense must be submitted to 
ABC no later than 30 days 
from the publishing date of the 
first of two required newspaper 
legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-
552-3200.

The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

EmploymentEmployment

If you are looking for a supportive, 
encouraging, and fun environment in 
which you help preschoolers grow and 

learn, please apply!!!   Providence Baptist 
Preschool is currently taking applications 

for assistant teachers.  We have 
two day a week and four day a week work 

options.  Providence Preschool is open 
from Tuesday through Friday from 9:30 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. with teacher hours run-
ning from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. We are 

located at 8980 Brook Road, McLean, VA 
22102, right off Route 7 and the Dulles 

Toll Road.  Please email resumes to 
Katherine Matta, Director, by phone at 

(703)893-6286 or by email at 
preschool@providencetoday.org if you are 

interested in applying.

Job/Resident 
Housing Opportunity

The Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) is seek-

ing a resident/manager to provide 
management, maintenance and emergen-

cy support for Coan Pond Residences 
located on Pender Drive in Fairfax, Va. 

Preferred qualifications include 
experience in resident management or

maintenance and the ability to work 
cooperatively and effectively with a
diverse group of individuals. Work 
schedule is flexible, 10-15 hours per

week, includes weekday evenings, and 
weekends. Qualified individual will

receive reduced or free rent for a large 
studio apartment at Coan Pond.

If interested, submit your resume to 
Pamela.crum-davis@fairfaxcounty.gov.

or by mail to: Dept. of Housing and 
Community Development, 3700 Pender

Drive, Ste. 300, Fairfax, VA, 22030  Attn: 
HR Dept./Coan Pond. Resumes

accepted through Friday, Oct. 9, 2015.
Fairfax County is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer.

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 
practice in Alexandria and Fairfax has 

an opening for a PT position with some 
travel between offices. Ideal for nurses 

returning to the workforce.  Competitive 
salary with benefits. Orientation provid-

ed. Fax resume to 703-914-5494 or 
email to cmaschedule@aol.com.

PROGRAM MANAGER
Thirty year old Education Foundation 

representing $29.4 billion/yr. 
paper/packaging industry seeks 

experienced project mngr. to manage and 
execute programs, e-newsletter, 

meetings/events and contact business, 
engineering, and technical students on 

industry career opportunities upon 
graduation. Strong writing/communica-
tion skills.  Reports directly to president. 

Self starter experienced in either program 
mgmt., meeting mgmt., assn/corp mgmt., 
publications or education.  Telecommute 

/flex full time 40/hrs. week. Great 
commute reduction opportunity for 

Mclean, Great Falls, Tysons, Reston area 
resident. Salary $65,000- $72,000/ year, 
depending on experience, plus benefits. 

Send brief letter & resume to 
ICPF@icpfbox.org  and visit 

www.careersincorrugated.org for more.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

It’s Essential,
Apparently

From what little I know, and even less
from what I read, but mostly from what I
hear – from Rebecca (my certified holistic
health coach) – essential oils (lemon, laven-
der, peppermint, frankincense, to name a
few) are the possible/potential answer to
many questions and conditions: insomnia,
indigestion, anxiety, stress, muscle tension,
and even cancer and immune system health,
among many others. Unfortunately, one
never knows for sure of the outcomes
because, other than The Ten Command-
ments, especially as it concerns science and
medicine, very little is written in stone. In this
context, if a patient wants to pursue alterna-
tives to standard/a.k.a. Western medicine,
there are ample avenues on which to travel.
Information will flow freely on the Internet,
and of course, numerous books have been
written outlining non-conventional treat-
ments for pretty much anything that ails you,
especially cancer. Knowing what to do is dif-
ficult – to say the least; and impossible, to
say the most.

Sifting through the many choices and fil-
tering out the advertising and self-promotion
are skills with which I was not blessed. I’m
fairly gullible and inclined to accept and
embrace a reasonable-sounding premise.
My problem is that – other than sports and
chocolate, writing a column, and selling a
non-tangible – I know very little about a lot
of things. As such, I am ill-equipped to deal
with the many issues and decisions common
– and recurring, in a cancer patient’s life: life
and death mostly; sustaining the former and
avoiding the latter in particular. And in that
struggle, one is faced with many challenges.
Challenges which my heretofore normal/
uneventful and healthy life did not and likely
could not have prepared me for, beginning
with the words I unexpectedly heard from an
oncologist in February, 2009: “You have stage
IV, non-small cell lung cancer. I can treat you
but I cannot cure you. Your prognosis is 13
months to two years.” Sentences which,
almost seven years later, I can still see and
hear. Try falling asleep every night with that
advisory/scenario rolling around in your head.

But sleeping is a must, as is being open to
new/non-traditional ideas/remedies. Standing
pat and/or going along with the standard pro-
gram has merit certainly, and decades of suc-
cess way beyond this mortal man. However,
when your doctor uses the “t” word (as in
terminal), standing pat no longer seems pru-
dent – at least it didn’t for me.

The incredulity of it all is almost over-
whelming. It’s akin to being knocked off your
feet, almost literally. Eventually though, you
pick yourself up emotionally and begin to
consider – not that day of course (you’ll note
I didn’t say decide) – how you’re going to live
the rest of your life: as a victim or as a victor.
Are you going to live and learn or just wait
your turn? It’s an extremely personal choice
and one that didn’t come easily or naturally
for me. The process took/takes time and one
size – so to speak, does not fit all. For all I
know – and it’s very little, actually – I’m still
alive in spite of the alternatives I’ve incorpo-
rated into my routine. Nevertheless, life is
still going on and I am still open to adding
new anti-cancer-sounding products/pursuits.
Essential oils are simply the most recent tool
in this cancer patient’s arsenal. Will its use
matter? I can only hope. But as long as I’m
still in the game, I’ll continue to believe that
“oil’s well that ends well.”
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Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY •  LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER • CHIMNEY CLEANING • HAULING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

40 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Office: 703-757-3222
Susan Canis

Associate Realtor 9841 Georgetown Pike • Great Falls VA 22066Sally Marvin
Associate Realtor

Great Falls $1,575,000

Great Falls $1,495,000

Reston $1,165,000

Great Falls $1,249,000

Great Falls $2,375,000

Great Falls $1,850,000

Great Falls $1,499,000

Great Falls $1,599,999

Great Falls $1,125,000

Great Falls $795,000

Great Falls $1,795,000

Great Falls $749,000 Great Falls $1,675,000

Great Falls $2,050,000

Great Falls $1,525,000
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